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ORATION, 


On  the  Necessity  for  an  entire  Change  in  the  Constitntion 
and  Government  of  the  lloyal  College  of  Surgeons. 


There  are,  we  believe,  few  persons  of  any  reflection, 
who  are  not  satisfied  that  the  government  of  some  of  our 
national  institutions  requires  almost  entire  reformation; 
and  fewer  still  who  do  not  consider  that  nearly  all  of  these 
are  capable  of  improvement. 

If  changes  are  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  restoring  or 
repairing  these  establishments  in  general,  with  the  view  of 
rendering  them  permanently  and  effectively  useful ;  of 
how  much  greater  consequence  must  it  be,  that  those  in- 
stitutions which  were  professedly  founded  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  health  of  the  community,  and  for  the  advance- 
ment of  medical  and  surgical  science,  should  be  so  framed 
as  to  afford  the  most  perfect  and  unlimited  protection  to 
the  public,  equally  with  the  members  of  our  profession. 
Satisfied  that  neither  of  these  most  important  principles 
is  adequately  secured  by  the  present  constitution  and 
manaci:ement  of  the  Colleo-e  of  Suroeons,  we  have  selected 
the  subject,  just  announced,  for  your  serious  consideration. 

It  is  matter  of  history,  that  prior  to  the  year  1540,  two 
classes  of  persons  exercised  the  art  and  practice  of  surgery 
in  Great  Britain  ;  one  of  these  was  the  Barbers,  the  other 
the  Barber-surgeons  of  London.  These  two  societies  were 
united  by  Henry  the  Seventh,  in  the  year  1500,  and  the 
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members  continued  to  practise  as  "  barber-surgeons/'  till 
their  final  separation  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  which 
was  passed  in  the  year  1745 ;  a  Corporation  of  Surgeons  was 
then  elected,  from  which,  though  it  afterwards  became  ex- 
tinct, the  present  college  may  be  considered  to  have  ori- 
ginated. 

By  that  act,  sixteen  individuals,  nominated  by  the  go- 
vernment, were  empowered  to  choose  five  others,  and  these 
twenty-one  persons  constituted  a  Court  of  Assistants,  who 
were  chosen  for  life,  and  empowered  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
among  themselves ;  and  further,  were  intrusted  with  the 
entire  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  corporation.  The 
natural  consequences  of  committing  to  them  this  exten- 
sive and  irresponsible  power,  were,  that  instead  of  the 
efforts  of  the  council  being  directed  to  maintain  the  dig- 
nity of  the  corporation,  and  the  welfare  of  the  profession, 
they  consulted  little  else  than  their  private  interests :  the 
major  part  of  the  vast  revenues  of  the  corporation  were 
frittered  away  in  extravagance ;  and,  as  it  afterwards  ap- 
peared, no  inconsiderable  share  of  them  was  appropriated 
to  the  benefit  of  the  council. 

For  a  period  exceeding  fifty  years,  it  appears  that  this 
body  pursued,  without  any  kind  of  check,  "  the  even  tenour 
of  its  way;"  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  would  have 
continued  in  the  same  course  for  a  more  extended  period 
had  it  not,  by  chance,  been  dissolved,  owing  to  the  ab- 
sence of  one,  and  the  illness  of  another  of  the  council ; 
which  circumstances  prevented  the  assembling  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  to  constitute  a  legal  court,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  By  that  most  un- 
toward occurrence,  which  happened  in  the  month  of  J uly, 
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in  the  year  1 796,  the  corporation  lost  its  charter,  and  was 
in  consequence  broken  up. 

For  four  years  immediately  subsequent  to  that  time, 
there  appears  to  have  been  no  public  institution  by  which 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  surgical  profession  could 
legally  be  protected.  An  attempt  was  made  in  the  year 
next  followino'  that  in  which  the  dissolution  of  the  late 
corporation  took  place,  to  procure  its  revival,  under 
the  name  of  a  college,  and  to  endow  it  with  powers  of 
monopoly,  exceeding  even  those  of  its  predecessor ; 
and  a  bill  to  accomplish  this  had  actually  passed  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  been  twice  read  in  the  Lords, 
before  the  members  of  the  late  corporation  were  aware 
of  its  purport.  Owing,  however,  to  their  opposition, 
the  measure  was  ultimately  frustrated,  and  the  evidence 
elicited  before  the  Committee  of  the  House,  not  only  ex- 
cited universal  indignation  and  disgust,  but  in  all  proba- 
bility precluded  any  further  application  to  parliament  for 
the  purpose  of  recovering  the  lost  prize. 

In  March,  1800,  a  period  when  parliamentary  influence 
and  intrigue  may  be  considered  to  have  been  in  their  full 
zenith,  certain  individuals  persuaded  the  king  to  concede, 
what  the  delegates  of  the  nation  had  refused.  His  Majesty 
(George  HI.)  was  pleased  to  grant  a  royal  charter  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  college,  and  to  endow  it  with  powers  similar 
to  those  possessed  by  the  dissolved  corporation.  Now,  in 
order  that  we  may  be  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of 
this  grant,  through  which  the  council  of  the  present  Col' 
lege  of  Surgeons  enjoys  the  irresponsible  and  arbitrary 
power  they  possess,  we  will  subjoin  such  brief  extracts 
from  it  as  are  necessary  for  the  clear  illustration  of  our 
subject.  •         ■  • 
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Whereas  we  are  informed  that  the  said  Corporation  of 
Master,  Governors,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Art  and  Science  of 
Surgeons  of  London,  hath  become  and  now  is  dissolved :  And 
whereas  it  is  of  great  consequence  to  the  commonweal  of  this 
kingdom,  that  the  art  and  science  of  surgery  should  be  duly 
promoted  :  And  whereas  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  establishment 
of  a  College  of  Surgeons  will  be  expedient  for  the  due  promotion 
and  encouragement  of  the  study  and  practice  of  the  said  art 
and  science ;  now  we,  of  our  special  grace  and  mere  motion,  and 
at  the  humble  petition  of  James  Earle,  Esq.,  the  late  master, 
and  divers  other  members  of  the  aforesaid  late  Corporation  of 
Surgeons,  have  willed,  ordained,  constituted,  declared,  given 
and  granted,  and  by  these  presents,  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors, do  will,  ordain,  constitute  and  declare,  give  and  grant 
unto  the  aforesaid  James  Earle,  and  unto  all  the  members  of  the 
said  late  company  or  corporation  of  master,  governors,  and  com- 
monalty of  the  art  and  science  of  surgeons  of  London,  having 
been  admitted  and  approved  surgeons,  within  the  rules  of  the 
said  company ;  and  also  unto  all  such  persons,  who  upon,  or 
since,  the  dissolution  of  the  said  corporation,  shall  have  ob- 
tained letters  testimonial,  under  a  seal  purporting  to  be  the  seal 
of  the  said  late  dissolved  corporation,  authorizing  them  to  prac- 
tise the  art  and  science  of  surgery ;  that  they,  from  henceforth 
for  ever  hereafter,  shall  be  and  remain  by  virtue  of  these  pre- 
sents, one  body  corporate  and  politic ;  by  the  name  of  The 
Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  and  by  the 
same  name  shall  and  may  have  perpetual  succession,  and  a 
common  seal ;  with  power  to  break,  alter,  and  make  anew,  the 
said  seal,  from  time  to  time,  at  their  will  and  pleasure ;  and  by 
the  same  name  shall  and  may  implead,  and  be  impleaded,  before 
all  manner  of  justices,  in  all  courts,  and  in  all  manner  of  actions 
and  suits ;  and  shall  be  at  all  times  and  for  ever  hereafter  per- 
sons able  and  capable  in  law  to  take,  purchase,  possess,  hold 
and  enjoy,  and  shall  and  may  take,  purchase,  possess,  hold 
and  enjoy,  a  hall  or  council-house,  with  its  appurtenances,  situ- 
ate within  the  cities  of  London  or  Westminster,  or  within  one 
mile  of  either  of  them,  for  the  use  and  purposes  of  the  said  Col- 
lege ;  and  also  any  other  lands,  tenements,  rents,  and  heredita- 
ments wheresoever  situate,  lyings,  and  being;   not  exceeding 
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together  with  the  aforesaid  hall  or  council-house,  and  its  ap- 
purtenances, the  yearly  value  of  one  thousand  pounds  in  the 
whole ;  without  incurring  any  of  the  penalties  in  any  statute  of 
mortmain,  or  any  thing,  in  any  statute  of  mortmain,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding." 

It  then  declares  that  the  City  of  London  shall  have  no  juris- 
diction over  the  College,  and  that  the  members  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  any  franchise  in  that  city  :  that  the  College  shall 
exercise  and  enjoy  all  gifts,  grants,  liberties,  privileges,  and  im- 
munities conferred  by  former  charters  and  acts :  and  that  it 
shall  provide  a  room,  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  usual 
place  of  execution  for  the  county  of  Middlesex  or  the  city  of 
London,  for  the  purpose  of  dissecting  and  anatomising  the  bo- 
dies of  murderers. 

And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful,  to  and  for  the  said  College,  hereby  established 
and  incorporated,  from  time  to  time  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned,  to  elect,  choose,  and  appoint  twenty-one  persons  to 
be  the  Court  of  Assistants  of  the  said  College  :  of  which  Court 
of  Assistants  ten  persons  shall  at  all  times  be  constituted  and 
appointed  examiners  of  surgeons  for  the  said  College ;  and  of 
such  ten  persons  one  shall  be  Principal  Master,  and  two  others 
shall  be  Governors ;  to  be  respectively  qualified  and  admitted 
in  such  manner,  and  to  continue  in  the  said  offices  respectively, 
for  such  time  or  times  as  by  these  our  letters  patent  is  hereinafter 
ordered  and  appointed.  And  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
Master  and  Governors  of  the  said  College,  or  for  one  of  them, 
together  with  ten  or  more  of  the  members  of  the  said  Court  of  As- 
sistants for  the  time  being,  when  and  as  often  as  to  any  one  of  the 
Master  or  Governors  shall  seem  meet,  to  hold  courts  and  assem- 
blies, in  order  to  treat  and  consult  about,  and  concerning,  the  rule, 
order,  state,  and  government  of  the  said  College.  And  also  that 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Master  and  Go- 
vernors, and  Court  of  Assistants  so  assembled,  or  the  major  part 
of  them,  to  make,  ordain,  confirm,  annul,  or  revoke,  from  time 
to  time,  such  bye-laws,  ordinances,  rules,  and  constitutions  as 
to  them  shall  seem  requisite  and  convenient,  for  the  regulation, 
government,  and  advantage  of  the  said  College  :  so  as  such  bye- 
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laws,  ordinances,  rules,  and  constitutions  be  not  contrary  to  law ; 
and  in  all  such  cases  as  shall  be  necessary,  be  examined,  ap- 
proved of,  and  allowed,  as  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm 
is  provided  and  required  :  and  also  to  transact  and  ordain  all 
such  other  matters  and  things  as  the  Master,  Governors,  and 
Court  of  Assistants,  of  the  late  dissolved  Company  or  Corpora- 
tion, of  the  Master,  Governors,  and  Commonalty  of  the  Art  and 
Science  of  Surgeons  of  London,  might  heretofore  lawfully  do, 
transact,  or  ordain.*' 

And  we  also  will,  that  the  said  persons,  so  before  named  and 
constituted  Examiners  of  Surgeons  of  the  said  College,  and 
their  successors  in  that  office,  duly  chosen,  nominated,  or  ap- 
pointed, and  that  the  said  persons  so  before  named  and  consti- 
tuted Assistants  of  the  said  College,  established  by  these  our 
letters  patent,  and  their  successors  in  that  office,  duly  chosen, 
nominated,  or  appointed,  shall  respectively  hold  and  enjoy  their 
said  offices  during  their  natural  lives,  or  until  they  shall  be  law- 
fully removed  out  of  the  said  offices  for  any  reasonable  cause." 

It  provides,  that  the  two  principal  Serjeant  Surgeons  to  the 
King,  and  the  Surgeon  General  to  the  Forces  (an  office  which 
has  been  since  abolished),  if  not  previously  members  of  the 
Court  of  Assistants  and  Examiners,  shall  be  admitted  from  time 
to  time  on  the  first  vacancies.  It  prescribes  oaths  to  be  taken 
by  the  Master,  Governors,  Examiners,  and  Court  of  Assistants  ; 
and  declares,  that  none  of  them  shall  proceed  to  act  until  the 
oaths  have  been  taken. 

And  that  each  of  such  examiners  and  assistants  shall  take 
the  following  oath,  that  is  to  say  :— You  do  swear,  that  so  long- 
as  you  shall  remain  in  the  office  of  examiner  (or  assistant,  as  the 
case  may  be)  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  you 
will  diligently  maintain  the  honour  and  welfare  of  the  said  Col- 
lege; and  in  all  things  relating  to  your  office,  and  with  all 
manner  of  persons,  act  equally  and  impartially,  according  to 
the  best  of  your  skill  and  knowledge.— So  help  you  God.'  " 

"  And  we  further  will,  that  the  Master,  Governors,  and  As- 
sistants, for  the  time  being,  of  the  said  College,  hereby  made 
and  established,  shall,  upon  the  first  Thursday  in  the  month  of 
July  next  after  the  date  of  these  our  letters  patent,  or  within  one 
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month  then  aaer,  and  upon  the  first  Thursday  in  July,  in  every 
succeeding  year,  or  within  one  month  then  after,  meet  in  the 
place  which  shall  from  time  to  time  be  used,  or  appointed  to  be 
used,  as  their  hall  or  council-house,  or  as  near  to  such  hall  or 
council-house  as  conveniently  may  be ;  and  then  and  there 
elect,  choose,  and  appoint  out  of  the  examiners,  by  the  majority 
of  votes  of  such  of  the  Court  of  Assistants  as  shall  be  then 
present,  one  person  to  be  principal  Master,  and  two  other  per- 
sons to  be  Governors  of  the  said  College,  for  the  then  succeeding 
year ;  and  then  and  there  also,  in  like  manner,  choose  and  ap- 
point one  or  more  of  our  principal  Serjeant  surgeons,  or  the 
surgeon-general  of  our  forces,  if  not  already  an  examiner  or 
examiners  of  surgeons  of  the  said  College ;  or  otherwise  shall 
choose  and  appoint  out  of  their  own  body,  some  other  person  or 
persons,  to  be  Examiner  or  Examiners  of  Surgeons  for  the  same 
College,  in  the  place  and  stead  of  such  examiner  or  examiners 
as  shall  have  happened  to  die,  or  have  been  removed  from  the 
said  office  of  examiner  in  the  then  next  preceding  year,  unless 
such  vacancies  in  the  office  of  Master  or  Governor,  and  in  that 
Court,  shall  have  been  previously  filled  up  within  the  then  pre- 
ceding year,  which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Court  of  As- 
sistants to  do,  at  any  special  court  to  be  held  for  that  purpose. 
And  also  in  like  manner  choose  and  appoint,  out  of  the  members 
of  the  said  College  established  by  these  presents,  some  person  or 
persons  to  be  of  the  Court  of  Assistants  of  the  said  College,  in 
the  place  of  such  person  or  persons  who  shall  have  happened  to 
die  in  or  have  been  removed  from  the  said  office  of  one  of  the 
Court  of  Assistants  in  the  then  next  preceding  year;  unless  such 
vacancies  in  that  Court  shall  have  been  previously  filled  fup 
within  the  then  preceding  year ;  which  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
said  Court  of  Assistants  to  do,  at  a  special  court  to  be  held  for 
that  purpose. 

"  And  it  is  our  w^ill  and  pleasure,  that  the  Master,  or  one  of 
the  Governors,  together  with  ten  assistants  at  the  least,  shall  be 
at  all  times  sufficient  to  constitute  a  Court  of  Assistants  for  the 
purpose  of  such  elections,  or  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  any 
other  business  belonging  to  the  said  Court.  But  no  Court  of 
Assistants  shall  be  holden  for  the  special  purpose  of  electing  any 
person  to  be  Master,  Governor,  Examiner,  or  Assistant,  without 
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seven  days  previous  notice  to  be  given  for  that  purpose,  by  sum- 
mons to  the  members  of  the  Court  of  Assistants  for  the  time  being.'* 

It  points  out  a  course  of  proceeding  in  certain  cases  of  death 
or  incapacity  of  the  Master  and  both  Governors. 

And  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure,  that  after  the  day  of 
the  date  of  these  presents,  no  person  except  those  who  before 
the  day  of  the  date  of  these  presents  were  Members  of  the  late 
Corporation  of  Surgeons,  established  by  the  said  act,  made  and 
passed  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Royal  Grand- 
father, King  George  II. ;  and  also  excepting  such  persons  as 
shall  have  received  such  letters  testimonial  as  aforesaid,  under  a 
seal  purporting  to  be  the  seal  of  the  late  dissolved  Company  or 
Corporation  of  Surgeons,  shall  be  capable  of  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  College  hereby  established,  unless  he  shall  have  ob- 
tained letters  testimonial  of  his  qualification  to  practise  the  art 
and  science  of  surgery,  under  the  common  seal  of  the  College 
hereby  established  ;  but  every  person  who  shall  hereafter  obtain 
such  letters  testimonial,  under  the  common  seal  of  the  College 
aforesaid,  shall  thereby,  by  virtue  of  such  letters  testimonial,  be- 
come and  be  constituted  a  member  of  the  said  College,  subject  to 
all  the  regulations,  provisions,  and  bye-laws  of  the  said  College." 

It  directs  that  the  College  shall  examine  all  persons  for  the 
army  and  navy  service ;  also  all  surgical  instruments  for  those 
services,  receiving  such  fees  as  the  proper  officers  shall  allow, 
and  no  more,  provided  that  those  fees  be  not  less  than  those 
heretofore  paid. 

"  And  further  we  will  that  no  court  or  courts  for  the  exami- 
nation of  any  person  or  persons  touching  their  skill  in  surgery, 
shall  ever  be  held  but  in  the  presence  of  the  master  or  one  of 
the  governors,  and  five  of  the  members,  at  least,  of  the  Court 
of  Examiners  of  the  said  College,  hereby  established  and  incor- 
porated as  aforesaid."* 

The  trifling  benefit  which  this  charter  confers,  either 
upon  the  public,  or  the  general  body  of  the  members  of  the 
college,  is  so  apparent,  that  one  can  hardly  conceive  how 

*  See  Letter  of  Brutus  to  the  Members  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons. 
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the  government  of  the  day  could  have  been  persuaded  to 
sanction  so  inefficient  a  measure.  It  is  clear  that  in  its 
construction  two  most  important  points  were  altogether 
neglected ;  for  we  find,  that  though  it  sets  out  by  stating, 
"  the  necessity  that  the  art  and  science  of  surgery  should  be 
duly  promoted,'*  it  contains  no  provisions  to  accomplish  this, 
neither  does  it  afford  any  protection  to  the  public  or  the 
members  of  the  college,  by  preventing  the  uneducated  fol- 
lowing the  practice  of  surgery.  In  the  latter  respect,  there- 
fore, it  is  rather  an  inj  ury  than  a  benefit  to  our  profession, 
since,  although  it  gives  us  no  protection  against  the  ill-edu- 
cated and  empiric,  it  nevertheless  renders  the  members  of 
the  college  legally  amenable  for  any  errors  they  may  com- 
mit in  the  exercise  of  their  practice. 

It  is  unfortunately  but  too  apparent,  that  we  owe 
the  formation  of  the  present  college,  much  more  to  the 
courtly  influence  of  private  individuals,  than  to  that 
great  principle,  that  grand  national  consideration,  the 
public  good,  which  should  be  among  the  first  cares 
of  every  wise,  virtuous,  and  honest  government.  In 
proof  of  the  opinion  just  offered,  we  need  only  refer 
to  that  most  remarkable  clause  in  the  charter,  which 
alludes  to  the  dissection  of  the  bodies  of  murderers ;  by 
which  the  interest  of  a  particular  hospital,  some  of  the 
surgeons  of  which,  be  it  recollected,  were  members  of  the 
council,  appears  to  have  specially  taken  care  of ;  else,  why 
was  the  room  which  was  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose  of 
dissection,  to  be  situated  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the 
Old  Bailey  ? 

It,  however,  would  signify  but  little  in  what  source  the 
present  College  of  Surgeons  originated,  were  its  provisions 
adequate  to  promote  the  objects  for  which  it  professedly 
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was  instituted :  but,  from  the  manner  of  the  construction 
of  these,  no  such  beneficial  results  could  have  been  looked 
for.  That  they  have  been  productive  of  high  and  lucrative 
advantages  to  the  select  few,  who,  from  time  to  time,  have 
formed  the  members  of  the  council,  admits  of  no  doubt ; 
how  well,  however,  those  gentlemen  have  acquitted  them- 
selves of  the  trust  committed  to  their  charge,  may  be  de- 
duced from  a  careful  examination  of  the  bye-laws  they 
have  framed  for  the  management  of  the  profession ;  some 
of  which  we  propose,  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
elucidation  of  our  subject,  briefly  to  consider. 

We  have  before  shown  that  the  council  are  self-elected. 
The  original  projectors  of  this  injurious,  not  to  say  dis- 
graceful, regulation,  are,  however,  relieved  from  the 
odium  which  attaches  to  it,  upon  the  formation  of  the 
college,  by  the  government  having  professedly  nominated 
the  whole  number  of  persons  who  constituted  the  Jirst 
Court  of  Assistants ;  but  it  is  only  fair  to  presume  that 
an  understanding  existed  between  the  electors  and  the 
elected ;  the  latter  of  whom  may  be  considered  to  have 
ceded  a  temporary  advantage,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
a  permanent  benefit. 

The  "  first  bye-law which  regulates  the^admission  of 
members  to  the  council,  evinces  an  imbecility  and  narrow- 
ness of  judgment,  indicative  of  the  spirit  by  which  those 
irresponsible  councillors  were  actuated;  for  it  enacts, 
"  That  no  member  of  the  college,  whose  professional  prac- 

tice  is  not  confined  to  surgery,  shall  be  elected  a  member 

of  the  council;"  by  which  invidious  distinction  an  odium 
is  thrown  upon  many  of  the  most  useful  and  respectable 
members  of  our  profession,  all  of  whom,  let  it  be  recol- 
lected, have  been  deemed  eligible  by  this  very  council,  to 
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become  fellows  of  the  college,  yet,  by  this  regulation,  are 
excluded  from  taking  any  part  in  the  management  of  its 
affairs,  notwithstanding  the  college  was  erected  for  their 
benefit,  and  is  supported  at  their  expense  ! ! !  Although 
the  most  scrupulous  care  has  thus  been  taken  to  prevent 
the  election  of  any  but  the  pure  surgeon  upon  the  council, 
they  are  not  equally  severe  upon  any  member  of  their  own 
body  who  may  not,  after  his  admission,  continue  to  confine 
himself  to  the  practice  of  surgery  only ;  since  the  indivi- 
dual so  transgressing,  is  merely  "  liable  to  removal"  from 
the  council,  to  whom  alone,  be  it  remembered,  he  is  re- 
sponsible; and  few  of  whom  are  likely,  from  their  own 
transgressions,  to  become  his  accusers. 

Moreover,  it  is  only  natural  to  suppose,  that  no  one 
will  ever  be  elected  to  this  situation  who  differs  from  the 
existing  council  in  any  essential  point  connected  with  the 
government  of  the  college ;  care  is  however  taken,  that 
even  when  he  is  admitted,  he  shall  act  in  conformity  with 
the  views  of  the  majority  of  his  colleagues ;  since,  "  should 
he  disobey  any  bye-law  or  ordinance  of  the  college,  he 
may  be  removed  by  his  coadjutors !  It  is  therefore 
clear  that  no  one  will  continue  a  member  of  this  body,  who 
is  not  prepared  fully  to  support  its  views  and  privileges ; 
and  thus  is  the  door  effectually  closed  against  improvement 
from  the  exertions  of  any  liberal-minded  individual,  who 
from  the  respectability  of  his  talents,  may  gain  admission 
into  the  sanctuary. 

We  next  come  to  the  election  of  examiners,  who  likewise 
are  chosen  out  of  the  members  of  this  self-elected  council 
only ;  and,  consequently,  have  no  tribunal  to  which  they 
are  amenable  for  their  acts. 
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The  admission  of  members  to  the  college  next  follows  ; 
upon  the  regulations  for  which  we  need  not  comment, 
save  to  observe,  that  the  council  have  taken  especial  care, 
that  no  fellow  shall  rebel  against  the  existing  authorities  ; 
since  they  require  him,  immediately  upon  having  passed 
his  examination,  to  subscribe  upon  oath  to  these  very  bye- 
laws  which  it  is  probable  they  have  never  offered  to  his 
perusal ! !  nor  do  they  forget  the  important  consideration, 
profit ;  for  he  is  to  pay  to  the  college  the  sum  of  twenty 
guineas ;  and,  we  may  add,  that  till  within  a  few  years  past, 
an  additional  fee  was  charged,  should  the  member  desire 
to  practise  his  profession  in  this  metropolis  ! ! 

In  the  "  eighteenth,"  which  is  the  next  section  of  the  bye- 
laws,  it  is  necessary  that  we  notice,  the  college,  7iot  the  coun- 
cil, undertakes  "  to  defend  the  individual  who  may  be  dis- 
turbed in  the  rights  he  may  have  acquired  as  one  of  its 
members what  these  rights  are,  however,  or  in  what 
manner  the  defence  of  them  is  to  be  conducted,  we  are 
left  to  conjecture. 

The  next  following  bye-law,  which  relates  to  apprentices, 
is  the  first  regulation  connected  with  the  essential  ob- 
ject — Education  ;  of  which  it  may  be  considered  the 
foundation-stone.  It  really  appears,  from  the  manner  in 
which  this  bye-law  is  constructed,  that  the  council  were 
fearful  lest  the  surgical  profession  should  be  composed  of 
persons  not  only  deficient  in  talent,  ability,  and  requisite  edu- 
cation, but  whose  parentage  and  connexions  were  equally 
destitute  of  property  and  respectability;  since  they  have  con- 
sidered it  necessary  to  compel  the  member  who  takes  an  ap- 
prentice, "  to  provide,  or  cause  to  be  provided,  for  him,  good 
"  and  sufficient  board  and  lodging ;  and  good  and  sufficient 
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"  wearing  apparel,  suitable  to  his  (the  apprentice's)  state 
"  and*  condition    ! !    They  further  require,  "  that  every 

member  shall  pay  ten  guineas  to  the  college,  upon  his 
"  taking  an  apprentice  which  sum,  as  if  conscious  of  its 
unreasonableness,  they  allow,  in  that  which  is  payable 
upon  the  apprentice's  examination  to  be  admitted  a  fellow; 
should  he,  however,  die,  or,  from  any  other  reason,  fail  to 
become  a  fellow,  no  provision  is  made  for  the  return  of  the 
fee ;  which  we  may,  therefore,  presume  is  to  be  retained. 

The  "  twentieth  section"  relates  to  the  misconduct  of 
members,  and  enacts,  That  any  member  putting  forth  an 
"  indecent  advertisement,  or  notification  relating  to  prac- 
"  tice,  or  advertising  or  publishing  any  matter  prejudicial  to 
"  the  honour  of  the  college,  may  be  expelled  therefrom/' 
Furthermore,    if  any  member  of  the  college  should  render 

himself,  in  the  judgment  of  the  councilj  disgraceful  to  the 

college,  his  name  may  be  omitted  in  the  printed  list  of  the 
"members  thereof"  !  !  !  A  severe  punishment  truly;  only 
to  be  equalled  in  its  degree  by  the  weight  of  intellect,  and 
the  depth  of  judgment,  the  framers  of  such  a  regulation 
must  have  possessed. 

From  the  "  twenty-first  section,"  it  might  be  supposed 
that  the  council  were  fearful  lest  the  members  should,  at 
some  time  or  other,  desire  to  secede  from  the  college  ;  for 
they  have  imposed  a  fine  of  ten  guineas  upon  any  person, 
"  ceasing  to  remain  a  member ;"  but  the  real  design  of 
his  regulation,  is  to  profit  by  the  circumstance  of  any 
member  of  the  college  relinquishing  the  surgical  for  the 
medical  department  of  his  profession ;  or,  in  other  words, 
to  prevent  his  practising  as  a  physician  as  well  as  a  sur- 
geon ;  for  which  purpose,  however,  the  provision  is  as  in- 
adequate as  it  is  invidious  and  unnecessary. 
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The  twenty-second  bye-law"  is  of  no  importance ;  but 
the  next  following  is  at  variance  not  only  with  justice,  but 
with  the  promise  held  out  in  the  "  eighteenth  section/'  in 
which  the  college  engages  "  to  support  the  members  in  the 
exercise  of  their  profession by  this  rule,  however,  any 
member  even  requiring  his  testimonial  of  qualification,  "  is 
to  pay  to  the  Court  of  Examiners  a  further  fee  of  five  gui- 
neas" ! !  * 

The  "twenty-fourth*"  and  "  twenty-fifth  bye-laws"  are  not 
essential  to  our  subject.  The  "twenty-sixth"  relates  to  the 
Board  of  Curators,  and  is  another  proof  of  the  exclusive- 
ness  of  the  council,  since  the  former  seven  persons  are 
directed  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  latter  body  only  ! ! 

The  next  "  section"  alludes  to  any  "  communications  in 
anatomy,  or  surgery."  which  may  be  made  to  the  curators, 
who  are  invested  with  the  power  of  publishing  a  volume  of 
communications,  under  the  title  of  the  "  Transactions  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons."  To  how  large  an  extent 
the  science  of  surgery  has  by  these  means  been  advanced, 
may  be  judged  of  from  the  fact,  that  not  a  single  volume  of 
these  transactions,  has  (we  have  every  reason  to  believe) 
been  published  since  the  foundation  of  the  college  !  ! 

Probably,  however,  in  conformity  with  the  latter  part  of 
this  bye-law,  the  curators  have  considered  the  "  manu- 

*  We  have  been  informed,  upon  the  most  respectable  autho- 
rity, that  a  fellow  of  the  college  having  had  his  diploma  burnt 
by  a  fire  which  destroyed  his  premises,  petitioned  the  council  for 
a  second,  which  was  peremptorily  refused !  But  the  Court  of 
Examiners  offered  him  a  certificate  to  practise  upon  his  paying  a 
fee  of  five  guineas.  We  would  ask,  Is  this  assisting  the  member 
in  the  rights  he  has  acquired  as  a  fellow  of  the  college  ! !  An  in- 
stance similar  to  that  we  have  mentioned  has  occurred  very  lately. 
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scripts  and  communications  more  proper  for  reference  in 
"  the  library  than  for  pubUcation  in  the  transactions/'  and 
have  therefore  preserved  them  in  such  manner !  Who 
among  us  would  commit  his  original  ideas  upon  any  im- 
provement in  the  practice  of  surgery,  or  any  valuable  dis- 
covery in  medical  science,  to  the  judgment  and  safe  keep- 
ing of  such  a  tribunal  ?  with  the  almost  certain  risk  of  his 
opinions  being  pirated,  or  altogether  suppressed ! ! 

The  "  twenty-ninth  section"  relates  to  the  election  of  offi- 
cers and  servants ;  and  though  of  little  moment  in  a  pro- 
fessional view,  well  illustrates  the  spirit  in  which  the  whole 
of  the  bye-laws  were  framed ;  for  it  not  only  makes  the 
servants  of  the  college  removeable  at  the  pleasure  of  the 
council,  but  even  refuses  the  surety  of  any  member  of  the 
college  for  such  servants'  good  conduct ! ! ! 

The  "  thirtieth"  is  the  last  of  the  bye-laws  enacted  prior 
to  the  year  1826,  and  it  relates  to  the  election  of  secretary. 
Now  it  will  hardly  be  believed  that  the  first  distinction 
applicable  to  this  individual  is,  "  that  he  shall  not  be  a 
member  of  the  college !"  The  reason,  however,  for  this 
extreme  caution  may  be  presumed  from  a  perusal  of  the 
oath  he  is  required  to  make,  by  which  he  swears  "  not  to 
reveal  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur- 
geons" ! ! ! 

Such,  gentlemen,  are  the  principal  bye-laws  of  the  col- 
lege, which  received  the  sanction  of  government  prior  to 
the  retirement  from  office  of  that  political  party,  which  had 
for  a  long  period  managed  the  resources  of  this  powerful 
nation. 

It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  most  of  us,  that  on  the 
assembling  of  the  members  of  the  college  in  their  theatre, 
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on  the  14th  of  February,  1831,  when  the  Hunterian  oration 
was  to  be  delivered,  a  disturbance  ensued,  which  ended  in 
the  forcible  expulsion  of  the  editor  of  a  distinguished  me- 
dical periodical,  and  one  or  two  other  members  of  the  col- 
lege. Legal  proceedings  arose  out  of  the  latter  event, 
which  were,  we  believe,  ultimately  abandoned ;  why,  we 
know  not;  though  from  the  following  bye-law,  which  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  present  Lord  Chancellor  on  the 
21st  of  May  (not  three  months  after  the  meeting  we  have 
alluded  to  took  place),  it  is  not  presuming  too  much  to 
say,  that  the  council  discovered  they  had  exceeded  their 
legal  powers.  The  substance  of  this  bye-law  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  No  business  whatever  shall  be  transacted  nor  any  matter 
be  discussed  or  debated  at  any  meeting  or  assemblage  convened 
by  or  under  the  authority  of  the  President  or  Council,  or  before 
or  after  the  business  thereof  shall  have  commenced,  other  than 
the  particular  business  or  matter  in  respect  of  which  such  meet- 
ing or  assemblage  shall  have  been  convened  ;  nor  shall  any  de- 
bate or  discussion  whatsoever  be  had  or  allowed  at  any  meeting- 
convened  by  the  President  or  Council  for  the  delivery  of  Lec- 
tures or  Orations  either  before  or  after  the  same  shall  have  com- 
menced or  terminated.  And  no  meeting  or  assemblage  of  Mem- 
bers of  the  College  shall  be  held  in  the  Hall  or  Council  House  of 
the  College,  or  in  any  of  its  appurtenances,  unless  convened  by 
or  under  the  authority  of  the  President  or  Council  :  and  no 
Member  of  the  Collop;e  shall  advertise,  or  convene,  or  attend, 
or  combine  with  others  to  advertise  or  convene  or  attend  any 
meeting  or  assemblage  in  the  Hall  or  Council  House  of  the  Col- 
lege, or  in  any  of  its  appurtenances,  not  authorized  by  the  Pre- 
sident or  Council.  And  any  Member  of  the  College  who  may 
in  any  manner  offend  herein  shall  be  liable  to  be  restrained  and 
excluded  by  the  Council  from  attending  any  Orations  and  Lec- 
tures at  the  Theatre,  and  from  any  use  of  or  admission  to  the 
Library  and  Museum,  and  to  be  suspended  from  any  or  all  other 
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Privileges  which  he  may  have  as  a  Member  of  the  College,  for 
any  such  period  as  the  Council  may  adjudge,  or  to  removal  by 
the  Council  from  being  a  Member  of  the  College.  And  every 
Member  of  the  College  who  shall  thereupon  be  removed  as 
aforesaid  shall  forfeit  all  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a  Mem- 
ber thereof. 

All  meetings  convened  by  or  under  the  authority  of  the 
President  or  Council  of  the  College,  as  well  for  general  business 
as  for  the  delivery  of  Orations  or  Lectures,  or  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  Prizes,  shall  be  under  the  controul  and  direction  of  the 
Preside iit  or  other  Member  of  the  Council  presiding  at  such 
Meeting.    And  any  Member  of  the  College  who  shall  interrupt, 
impede,  or  interfere  with  the  proceedings  at  any  such  Meeting, 
or  shall  propose  any  matter  for  discussion  or  debate  without  the 
leave  of  the  President  or  other  Person  so  presiding,  shall,  upon 
being  required  by  the  President  or  other  Person  so  presiding, 
immediately  withdraw  from  such  Meeting;  and  shall  be  more- 
over liable  to  be  restrained  and  excluded  by  the  Council  from 
attending  any  Orations  and  Lectures  at  the  Theatre,  and  from 
any  use  of  or  admission  to  the  Library  and  Museum,  and  to  be 
suspended  from  any  or  all  other  privileges  which  he  may  have 
as  a  Member  of  the  College,  for  any  such  period  as  the  Council 
may  adjudge.    And  any  Meuiber  of  the  College  who  shall  so 
olfend  a  second  time,  or  during  any  suspension  by  the  Council, 
shall  attempt  to  exercise  any  of  the  privileges  from  which  he 
shall  be  suspended,  shall  be  liable  to  removal  by  the  Council 
from  being  a  Member  of  the  College.    And  every  Member  of 
the  College  who  shall  thereupon  be  removed  as  aforesaid,  shall 
forfeit  all  his  rights  and  privileges  as  a  Member  thereof." 

"  MADE  AND  ORDAINED  BYE-LAWS 

"  Of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London  by  and  at  a 
Meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  said  Royal  College,  holden,  at  the 
College,  on  the  27th  day  of  April,  1831." 

"  We  have  examined  and  do  approve  of  and  allow  these 
Bye-laws  : —  "  Brougham,  C. 

"  Tenterden. 
2\st  day  of  May,  1831."  N.  C.  Tindal. 

c  2 
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Thus,  gentlemen,  has  the  council  "  rendered  assurance 
doubly  sure,"  and  effectually  protected  themselves  against 
any  inquiry  into  their  conduct,  or  the  affairs  of  the  col- 
lege, which  may  hereafter  be  made  through  any  channel 
save  that  of  their  own  body  !  ! ! 

Having  thus  laid  before  you  as  briefly  as  the  illustration 
of  our  subject  will  admit,  the  constitution  of  the  bye-laws ; 
let  us  proceed  further,  and  investigate  the  manner  in  which 
the  examiners,  a  portion  of  the  council,  have  executed  their 
duty,  in  the  formation  of  those  regulations  which  relate  to 
the  education  of  candidates  for  the  college  diploma.  In 
order  that  the  spirit  of  these  may  be  clearly  exposed,  we 
will  first  allude  to  them  as  they  existed  in  the  year  1824. 

Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London, — The  Court  of  Ex- 
aminers, in  pursuance  of  their  duty  to  promote  the  cultivation  of 
sound  chirurgical  knowledge,  and  to  discountenance  practices 
which  have  a  contrary  tendency,  have  resolved : — 
That,  from  and  after  the  date  hereof ; 

"The  only  Schools  of  Surgery  recognized  by  the  Court  be 
London,  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen: 

That  certificates  of  attendance  upon  the  chirurgical  prac- 
tice of  an  hospital,  be  not  received  by  the  Court,  unless  such 
hospital  be  in  one  of  the  above  recognized  schools,  and  shall 
contain  on  an  average  one  hundred  patients  : 

"  And,  that  certificates  of  attendance  at  Lectures  on  Ana- 
tomy, Physiology,  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Surgery,  and  of 
the  performance  of  Dissections,  be  not  received  by  the  Court, 
except  from  the  appointed  Professors  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery 
in  the  Universities  of  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  Aber- 
deen ;  or  from  persons  teaching  in  a  school  acknowledged  by 
the  medical  establishment  of  one  of  the  recognized  hospitals,  or 
from  persons  being  Physicians  or  Surgeons  to  any  of  those 
hospitals. 

Candidates  for  the  Diploma  will  be  required  to  produce, 
prior  to  Examination,  Certificates — 
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"1.  Of  having  been  engaged  six  years,  at  least,  in  the  ac- 
quisition of  professional  knowledge  : 

"  2.  Of  being  twenty-two  years  of  age.  And,  according  to 
the  above  resolutions  : 

"  3.  Of  having  regularly  attended  three  winter  courses,  at 
least,  of  Anatomical  Lectures ;  and,  also,  one  or  more  winter 
courses  of  Chirurgical  Lectures  : 

4.  Of  having  performed  Dissections  during  two  or  more 
winter  courses  : 

5.  And  of  having  dih'gently  attended  during  the  term  of, 
at  least,  one  year,  the  Chirurgical  Practice  of  an  hospital. 

"  Candidates  under  the  following  circumstances,  and  of  the 
required  age,  are  also  admissible  to  Examination  : 

"  Members  of  any  of  the  legally  constituted  Colleges  of  Sur- 
geons in  the  United  Kingdom. 

Graduates  in  Medicine,  of  any  of  the  Universities  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  who  shall  have  performed  two,  or  more, 
courses  of  Dissection,  as  above  specified ;  and  who  shall  have 
regularly  attended,  during  the  term  of,  at  least,  one  year,  the 
Chirurgical  Practice  of  one  of  the  above  described  hospitals. 

"  The  above  rules  are  required  to  be  observed  by  candidates 
to  be  examined  for  the  testimonial  of  qualification  of  Principal 
Surgeon  in  any  service. 

Candidates  for  the  testimonial  of  qualification  of  Assistant- 
Surgeon,  in  any  service,  must  have  attended  six  months,  at 
least,  the  Chirurgical  Practice  of  an  hospital,  as  above  described  ; 
and  two  or  more  courses  of  Anatomy,  one  course  of  Surgery, 
and  one  of  Dissection,  as  specified. 

"By  order : 
"  Edmund  Belfour,  Secretary. 
<49^/i  day  of  March,  1824." 

Such  were  the  original  regulations  of  the  Court  of  Ex- 
aminers. The  undue  advantages  and  lucrative  emolu- 
ments, which  they  conferred  in  almost  every  way  upon 
the  hospital  surgeons  of  this  metropolis,  a  very  large  pro- 
portion of  ivhom  were  members  of  the  council;  the  direct 
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injury  they  inflicted  upon  some  of  the  most  eminent  and 
erudite  members  of  the  college,  together  with  the  invidi- 
ous distinctions  they  created,  and  above  all,  the  little  re- 
gard they  evinced  for  the  advancement  of  the  surgical 
profession,  excited  its  universal  disgust,  and  gave  rise  to 
the  memorable  meeting  of  the  fellows  of  the  college,  which 
took  place  in  February  1826,  not  quite  two  years  after 
the  regulations  we  have  cited  were  promulgated.  This 
may  be  looked  upon  as  the  period  when  the  light  of  in- 
dependence first  dawned  upon  the  medical  profession. 
We  then  beheld  an  immense  body  of  the  members  of  the 
college,  headed  by  a  gentleman,  whose  professional  abili- 
ties and  acquirements  will  reflect  a  lasting  lustre  upon  this 
age ;  passing  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  had  they  been 
followed  by  a  unity  of  action,  would  long  ago  have  raised 
the  science  of  surgery  to  that  position  in  society  its  use- 
fulness and  intrinsic  worth  entitle  it  to  hold. 

But  the  best-disciplined  soldiers  require  a  skilful  gene- 
ral to  lead  them  to  the  field;  without  such  guidance,  with- 
out a  judicious  application  of  physical  force,  the  battle 
may  be  lost ;  and,  above  all,  if  the  commander  desert  his 
post — we  say,  if  the  commander  desert  his  post — confusion 
and  defeat  must  inevitably  follow ;  which  catastrophe 
unhappily  awaited  the  meeting  we  have  alluded  to. 
But,  notwithstanding  this  unfavourable  issue,  although 
the  members  of  the  college  were  thus  discomfited  and 
defeated,  they  were  not  eff'ectually  dispersed ;  the  council 
was  compelled  to  revise  those  laws  of  the  college  which 
related  to  the  essential  point,  education ;  to  rescind  some 
of  the  most  obnoxious  of  their  regulations  ;  and  to  place 
the  fellows  at  large  upon  a  more  equitable  footing.  We 


23 


need  not  fatigue  you  by  detailing  the  proofs  of  these 
circumstances,  which  are  known  to  all  of  us,  and  which 
are  apparent  upon  the  slightest  comparison  of  the  testi- 
monials of  professional  education  now  required,  with  those 
of  the  period  we  first  mentioned.* 

*  We  subjoin  the  present  regulation  of  the  council,  respecting 
the  education  of  candidates  for  the  diploma,  in  order  that  this 
point  may  be  clearly  established. 

I.  Candidates  will  be  required  to  bring  proof ; 

1 .  Of  being  twenty-two  years  of  age. 

2.  Of  having  been  engaged  six  years  in  the  acquirement 

of  professional  knowledge. 

3.  Of  having  studied  Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  at- 

tendance on  Lectures  and  Demonstrations,  and  by 
Dissections  during  two  anatomical  seasons.* 

4.  Of  having  attended  at  least  two  courses  of  Lectures 

on  Surgery,  delivered  in  two  distinct  periods  or  sea- 
sons, each  course  to  comprise  not  less  than  sixty 
Lectures. 

5.  Of  having  attended  Lectures  on  the  practice  of  Physic, 

on  Chemistry  and  on  Midwifery  during  six  months  ; 
and  on  Botany  and  Materia  Medica  during  three 
months. 

6.  Of  having  attended  during  twelve  months  the  surgi- 

cal practice  of  a  recognized  Hospital  in  London, 
Dublin,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  or  Aberdeen ;  or  for 
six  months  in  any  one  of  such  Hospitals,  and  twelve 
months  in  any  recognized  provincial  Hospital. 

n.  Members  and  Licentiates  in  Surgery  of  any  legally  consti- 
tuted College  of  Surgeons  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  Graduates 

*  An  anatomical  Season  is  understood  to  extend  from  October  to  April 
inclusive,  and  to  comprise  at  least  140  Lectures  on  Anatomy  and  Physio- 
logy, occupying  not  less  than  one  hour  each,  given  on  separate  days  ;  and 
at  least  100  Demonstrations  of  the  like  duration,  given  in  a  similar  manner  ; 
exclusive  of  Dissections,  of  which  distinct  Certificates  are  required. 
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in  Surgery  of  any  University  requiring  residence  to  obtain  De- 
grees, will  be  admitted  for  examination  on  producing  their 
Diploma,  License,  or  Degree,  together  with  proofs  of  being 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  of  having  been  occupied  five 
years  in  the  acquirement  of  professional  knowledge. 

N.  B.  Certificates  will  not  he  recognized  from  any  Hospital, 
unless  the  Surgeons  thereto,  or  a  majority  of  them,  be  members 
of  one  of  the  legally  constituted  Colleges  of  Surgeons  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  nor  from  any  school  of  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Surgery, 
or  Midwifery,  unless  the  respective  teachers  be  members  of  some 
legally  constituted  College  of  Physicians  or  Surgeons  in  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Certificates  will  not  be  received  on  more  than  tw^o  branches  of 
science  from  one  and  the  same  Lecturer ;  but  Anatomy  and 
Physiology,  Demonstrations  and  Dissections,  Materia  Medica 
and  Botany,  will  be  respectively  considered  as  one  branch  of 
science. 

In  the  Certificates  of  attendance  on  Hospital  Practice,  and 
on  Lectures,  the  dates  of  commencement  and  termination  are 
to  be  inserted  in  words  at  full  length. 

All  the  required  Certificates  are  to  be  delivered  at  the  Col- 
lege ten  days  before  the  Candidate  can  be  admitted  to  Exami- 
nation. 

By  order  of  the  Council : 
27th  April,  1831.  Edmund  Belfour,  Sec. 

Much,  however,  yet  remains  to  be  done ;  before  any  substan- 
tial good  can  be  expected  to  fi^llow,  the  whole  system  of  the 
college  must  undergo  a  thorough  change  ;  until  this  takes 
place,  until  its  aflkirs  are  intrusted  to  a  responsible  body, 
elected  for  limited  periods,  by  the  members  at  large,  the 
same  restrictions  upon  the  advancement  of  science,  as  are 
produced  from  the  present  regulations  of  the  examiners ;  the 
same  invidious  distinctions  in  our  profession ;  the  same 
courtly  intrigue  in  the  medical  appointments  of  the  crown ; 
the  same  monopoly  in  the  elections  and  appointments  to 
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our  public  hospitals,  and  medical  charities;  and,  above 
all,  the  same  injurious  consequences  to  the  community 
must  continue. 

Nor  is  it  to  the  College  of  Surgeons  only  that  this  re- 
generation should  be  extended.  The  most  disgraceful 
abuses  exist  in  the  constitution  and  government  of  the 
College  of  Physicians,  which  equally  deserve  exposure 
and  correction ;  neither  is  the  Company  of  Apothecaries 
altogether  exempt  from  merited  condemnation.  We  are 
not,  however,  desirous,  even  if  our  time  would  permit, 
of  dilating  upon  the  construction  or  regulations  of  these 
establishments;  it  is  sufficient  for  our  subject  to  say,  that 
the  same  spirit  of  aggrandizement,  the  same  narrow- 
minded  policy  pervades  our  entire  system  of  medical  edu- 
cation. In  fact,  such  are  the  circumstances  connected 
with  everi/  branch  of  this  important  national  science,  that 
miless  extensive  and  efficient  changes  speedily  take  place, 
not  only  will  the  character  of  Great  Britain  be  disgraced, 
but  the  rising  generation  driven  to  seek  in  the  land  of  the 
stranger,  those  advantages  and  opportunities  of  instruction 
denied  them  even  in  the  country  which  gave  them  birth. 

We  willingly  concede,  that  many  beneficial  alterations 
have  of  late  years  taken  place  in  the  government  of  our 
various  medical  corporations  and  hospitals ;  these,  how- 
ever, have  almost  wholly  resulted  from  the  effi^rts  of  the 
independent  portion  of  the  medical  press;  through  which 
powerful  engine,  the  welfare  of  the  community  has  been 
protected,  the  rights  of  the  student  enforced,  while  medical 
and  surgical  knowledge  has  been  disseminated  throughout 
the  world. 

To  evince  one  instance  of  the  necessity  for  some  pro- 
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tection  to  the  fellows  of  the  college,  and  of  the  little  in- 
terest the  council  have  taken  in  their  prosperity,  we  may 
mention  the  startling  fact,  that  there  are,  at  this  time,  above 
400  individuals,  in  this  metropolis  alone,  professedly 
practising  the  science  of  surgery,  none  of  whom  are  mem- 
bers of  the  college  ! ! ! 

It  may  be  argued,  that  the  council  have  not  the  power  of 
preventing  this  national  evil.  If  such  is  the  case,  if  the  extent 
of  the  college  charter  does  not  afford  such  a  just  protection 
to  the  regularly  elected  surgeon,  why  have  not  the  council 
applied  to  government  long  since,  for  restrictions  similar  to 
those  which  are  enjoyed  by  the  Apothecaries'  Company, 
which  totally  preclude  the  uneducated  following  the 
practice  of  medicine  ?  It  is  clear  they  had  only  to  ask, 
and  they  would  have  received. 

Refer  to  their  conduct  during  the  time,  the  efforts 
of  all  branches  of  the  profession  were  united  to  remove 
the  restrictions  upon  the  study  of  anatomy  ;  what 
share  did  they  take  in  procuring  this  great  and  national 
benefit  ? 

Where  are  the  proofs  of  the  interest  they  took  in  calm- 
ing the  public  alarm,  during  the  continuance  of  the  late 
epidemic  ?  did  they  encourage  the  members  of  our  profes- 
sion by  any  particular  reward  ;  or  did  they,  in  any  other 
manner,  lend  their  assistance  to  discover  the  cause  of  that 
direful  pestilence  ?  Did  they,  as  the  directors  and  cura- 
tors of  the  most  useful  and  philanthropic  of  all  sciences, 
ever  acknowledge  the  indefatigable,  humane,  and  gratui- 
tous exertions  of  many  of  our  brethren,  the  fatal  conse- 
quences of  which  their  widows  and  orphans  will  long 
deplore  ?    What  has  become  of  the  immense  revenues  of 
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the  college,  of  the  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
pounds  which  have  been  received  ?  How  large  a  share 
of  the  property  thus  accumulated  has  been  appropriated 
to  the  charitable  purpose  of  assisting  the  distressed  mem- 
bers of  our  profession  ?  These,  gentlemen,  with  many- 
other  yet  more  momentous  questions,  may  with  justice  be 
asked  of  those  who  have  been  intrusted  with  the  man- 
agement of  the  affairs  of  the  college. 

We  have  stated  that  the  whole  system  of  the  college 
must  be  changed.  It  has  been  argued  that  if  the  council 
were  to  be  elected  out  of  the  general  body  of  the  fellows, 
anarchy  and  confusion  would  follow.  This  deduction  is 
altogether  inconsistent  with  sound  reasoning,  and  sub- 
verted by  experience.  Do  we  see  any  such  result  in  other 
public  institutions,  take,  for  example,  the  College  of  Sur- 
geons in  Edinburgh  ?  Or,  to  bring  the  matter  home  to 
ourselves,  have  any  similar  consequences  ensued  from  the 
council  of  the  distinguished  society  I  have  the  honour  of 
addressing  being  thus  chosen  ?  Assuredly  not.  Reflection 
convinces  us  that  the  mode  of  election  we  have  alluded  to, 
is  the  only  one  by  which  character,  talent  and  education 
will  receive  their  just  reward. 

It  might  be  considered  somewhat  speculative,  were  we 
to  dilate  upon  the  several  divisions  of  medical  education, 
each  of  which  is  supposed  to  qualify  the  instructed  for  some 
particular  department  of  practice.  As,  however,  no  one 
can,  with  justice,  be  considered  competent  to  undertake 
any  branch  of  his  profession,  unless  he  possesses  a  due 
knowledge  of  the  whole,  it  may  be  worthy  our  notice,  how 
far  it  would  be  beneficial  to  introduce  the  continental 
system  of  education  among  us. 
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In  Paris,  Leipsig,  Berlin,  Vienna,  and  other  of  the  con- 
tinental schools,  before  any  individual  can  practise  either 
medicine  or  surgery,  he  must  undergo  a  rigid  examination 
in  each  of  those  sciences  ;  and  he  is  then  permitted  to  fol- 
low his  profession  generally,  ^vithout  regard  to  those  dis- 
tinctions and  divisions  in  it,  which  we  in  this  country  are 
in  the  habit  of  making,  and  the  observance  of  which, 
resting  upon  the  honour  of  the  individual  only,  is  not  unfre- 
quently  productive  of  professional  jealousy  and  disagree- 
ment. Instances  out  of  number  might  easily  be  adduced 
in  corroboration  of  this  fact,  were  we  not  desirous  of  avoid- 
ing, as  imich  as  possible,  any  observation  which  might  be 
considered  even  to  border  upon  personality. 

In  the  cities  and  states  of  which  ice  have  been  speaking, 
the  education  of  the  medical  public  may  be  said  to  be  a 
7iational  care  ;  and  such,  in  truth,  it  really  is  ;  it  is  equally 
the  interest  and  duty  of  the  government  that  it  should  be 
so  considered,  both  for  the  'preservation  of  human  life,  and 
national  prosperity, 

Itjs,  notwithstanding,  a  lamentable  but  true  fact,  and 
one\vhich  is  any  thing  but  creditable  to  the  British  nation, 
that  its  government,  with  all  their  powerful  resources,  with 
all  their  commanding  influence,  has  (till  very  lately)  done 
scarcely  any  thing  in  support  of  scientific  improvements. 

Examination  will  prove  that  nearly  all  our  public  esta- 
blishments, most  of  those  numerous  charitable  institu- 
tions, and,  immense  national  improvements,  which  not 
only^edound  to  the  honour  of  the  age,  but  confer  a  last- 
ing [benefit  upon  posterity,  have  originated  either  in  the 
philanthropy  or  speculation  of  private  individuals.  With 
the  exception  of  having  presented  to  the  College  of  Sur- 
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geons  the  splendid  museum  which  belonged  to  the  immor- 
tal John  Hunter,  the  government  have  done  nothing  for  the 
advancement  of  medical  science ;  while  on  the  other  hand, 
sanctioning  the  acts  of  those  who  have  been  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  the  medical  and  surgical  profes- 
sion, they  have  assisted  in  preventing  many  salutary 
changes  which  would  otherwise  long  since  have  taken  place. 

Some  excuse  for  this  extreme  supineness,  not  to  say, 
culpable  negligence,  on  the  part  of  our  rulers,  may  be 
found  in  the  protracted  war,  which  for  so  long  a  period 
absorbed  the  resources  of  this  powerful  and  highly-fa- 
voured land.  By  reason  of  this  great  national  evil,  the 
ministers  of  the  Crown  have  had  but  little  leisure  to  attend 
to  those  domestic  alterations  and  improvements,  upon  which 
the  happiness,  comfort,  and  prosperity  of  a  nation  so  greatly 
depend.  But  a  long  interval  of  peace  has  awakened  the 
minds  of  our  rulers  equally  with  that  of  the  public,  and 
convinced  them,  after  mature  reflection,  of  the  absolute 
necessity  for  attention  to  these  important  considerations. 

But  the  question  naturally  arises,  in  what  manner  are 
these  necessary  and  beneficial  changes  to  be  effected  ? 
Certainly  not  by  vulgar  abuse  of  the  existing  authorities, 
not  by  senseless  clamour,  but  by  firm,  repeated,  and  respect- 
ful remonstrances  to  the  legislature,  the  members  of  which 
must  be  convinced  of  their  necessity.  This  they  cannot 
fail  to  be,  provided  we  lay  our  grievances  before  them  in  a 
clear  and  forcible  manner;  if  we  prove,  that  our  riglits 
are  not  protected,  that  our  privileges  are  not  such  as 
members  of  a  liberal  profession,  we  are  entitled  to  expect ; 
and  above  all,  if  we  show  that  the  present  arbitrary,  irre- 
sponsible, and  exclusive  power  of  the  council  is  subversive  oj 
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science,  and  derogatory/  to  the  public  good  ;  conviction 
cannot  fail  of  being  brought  home  to  the  minds  of  those 
who  are  at  the  helm  of  our  national  affairs,  and  the  most 
beneficial  results  must  speedily  follow.  Let  us,  how- 
ever, be  prepared  to  fight  an  arduous  battle,  for  we 
shall  have  arrayed  against  us  the  extreme  power  of 
private  as  well  as  courtly  influence ;  neither  must  we 
forget,  that  even  the  government  itself  is  indirectly  be- 
nefited by  a  preservation  of  those  restrictions  of  which 
we  complain.  A  large  source  of  revenue  is  derived 
from  the  stamps  and  advertisements  of  quack  medi- 
cines, the  protection  afforded  to  the  sale  of  which  is  un- 
known in  any  other  country  but  this,  and  is  one  among 
the  many  national  evils  resulting  from  the  present  limited 
and  inefficient  manner  of  education.  It  will  scarcely  be 
believed  that  the  profit  to  the  Crown  from  the  sale  of 
these  only,  amounted,  during  the  last  year,  to  nearly  fifty 
thousand  pounds. 

We  have  thus  laid  before  you,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as 
the  importance  of  the  subject  admits,  an  exposition  of  the 
constitution  and  government  of  the  College  of  Surgeons, 
and,  we  trust,  clearly  established  our  position  of  the 
absolute  necessity  which  exists  for  an  effectual  reform  in 
its  entire  construction  and  management.  Let  it  not  be  sup- 
posed, that,  because  I  have  selected  this  subject  for  your 
consideration,  I  have  the  most  remote  desire  of  reflecting 
upon  the  present  council,  as  individuals;  there  are,  among 
these,  many,  whose  talents  I  admire,  whose  ability  I 
respect,  and  whose  friendship  I  value.  The  abuses  which 
have  been  pointed  out,  have  for  the  most  part,  emanated 
from  their  predecessors  ;  and  we  would  fain  hope,  that  it  is 
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only  requisite  they  should  be  brought  to  light,  to  induce 
the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  present  council  with  the  ge- 
neral Fellows  of  the  College,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
them. 

Still  less  do  I  desire  to  be  considered  as  belonging  to 
that  class  of  persons,  of  whom,  unhappily  for  the  quiet  and 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  society,  there  are  already  too 
many ;  and  who,  regardless  of  private  rights,  vested  inte- 
rests, and  national  prosperity ;  would,  without  compunction 
or  remorse,  destroy  those  stupendous  institutions,  the 
pride  of  our  forefathers  ;  and  which,  while  they  have 
been  the  envy  of  the  world,  have  raised  the  British  public 
to  the  highest  degree  of  honourable  distinction. 

Nor  on  the  other  hand  would  I  arrogate  to  myself  the 
political  appellation  of  the  conservative,  which  in  justice 
belongs  to  every  honest  man,  every  wellwisher  of  his  coun- 
try ;  whose  love  for  which  he  cannot  better  evince,  than  in 
affording  his  assistance,  however  feeble  it  may  be,  to 
uphold  her  invaluable  institutions ;  by  removing  those 
imperfections  and  abuses,  which  the  advancement  of  science, 
and  the  improved  condition  of  the  age  may  point  out, 
such  changes  as  the  wary  policy  of  the  tactician  have  ren- 
dered necessary. 

In  conclusion,  let  it  not  be  said,  that  the  distinguished 
society  I  have  the  honour  to  address,  which  ranks  among 
its  members  some  of  the  most  learned  and  liberal-minded 
men  of  tlie  times ;  I  repeat,  let  it  not  be  said  that  you  have 
been  tardy  in  furthering  this  great  national  work  of  im- 
provement— Surgical  Reform;  the  mismanagement  of 
which  I  complain  ought  not  to  be  more  a  matter  of  regret 
to  me  than  to  every  individual  who  is  anxious  for  the  sue- 
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cess  of  his  profession.  Arise  theii^  gentlemen,  I  implore 
you,  stand  forward,  do  your  duty  towards  accomplishing 
this  necessary  and  public  good,  and  by  such  means  ac- 
quire for  yourselves  the  lasting  gratitude  of  your  fellow- 
countrymen  and  posterity ;  together  with  that  never  fail- 
ing and  ample  reward,  the  approbation  of  your  own  con- 
sciences ! ! ! 
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This  Oration  would  have  been  published  several  weeks 
since,  had  not  an  announcement  appeared  in  the  Lo?idon 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  a  few  days  after  it  was 
delivered,  to  the  effect,  that  an  efficient  Reform"  was 
about  to  take  place  in  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons. 
Its  details,  stated  with  the  utmost  confidence,  are  as 
follows :  First,  a  board  is  to  be  appointed  for  the  exami- 
nation of  proper  persons  to  become  obstetricians.  By  whom, 
or  from  whence  is  this  board  to  be  elected  ?  Surely  not  from 
among  those,  who  in  their  bye-laws  have  excluded  the 
practitioners  of  midwifery  from  the  council  of  the  college ; 
nay  more,  who  till  very  lately  only  considered  this  branch 
of  the  profession  of  sufficient  moment  to  be  included  even 
in  the  student's  education  ? 

Secondly,  we  are  informed  that  no  gentleman  is  to  be 
recognised  to  teach  anatomy  until  he  has  undergone  a 
public  examination  in  this  science."  We  would  ask,  is 
not  anatomy  a  practical  science  ?  And  could  any  one  teach 
it  who  is  not  thoroughly  master  of  the  subject?  Nay  more, 
would  any  person  attempt  so  arrant  a  folly  ?  And  supposing 
he  were  foolish  enough  to  do  so,  w^ould  he  make  himself 
any  thing  but  an  object  of  ridicule  ?  A  public  examination 
upon  this  knowledge  w^ould  be  judicious  and  serviceable, 
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were  our  teachers  appointed  as  they  ought  to  be,  by  the 
Government,  upon  the  principle  of  their  ability  so  ascer- 
tained ;  but  what  right  have  the  council,  while  the  instruc- 
tion in  anatomy  is  purely  a  private  speculation,  not  only 
to  interfere,  but  indirectly  to  monopolize  the  teaching  of 
this  science? 

Thirdly,  it  is  stated  "  that  the  student  is  to  exhibit  his 
competency  in  operative  surgery a  judicious  regulation, 
which  ought  long  since  to  have  formed  a  part  of  the 
examination  for  the  college  diploma. 

Fourthly,  "  great  changes"  are  to  take  place  in  the 
"  Court  of  Examiners what  these  are,  we  are  left  to  con- 
jecture ;  we  are  likewise  to  be  favoured  with  the  accounts  of 
the  future  expenditure  of  the  Library  and  Museum ;  but  are 
we  to  be  informed  also  of  the  manner  in  which  the  immense 
revenues  of  the  college  have  been  appropriated  for  the  last 
twenty  years  ?  Are  we  to  have  a  thorough  revision  of  the 
bye-laws?  A  proper  election  of  responsible  officers,  a  re- 
moval of  those  serious  abuses  we  have  pointed  out  ?  We 
fear  not;  had  any  such  beneficial  changes  been  announced, 
the  necessity  for  the  promulgation  of  the  foregoing  remarks 
would  have  been  gladly  dispensed  with. 

12,  Old  Broad  Street, 
April  27,  1833. 
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